

Grizzly Bear Outreach Project 6 month Update Summary

With human-bear incidences at an all time high in 2010, The Grizzly Bear Outreach Project increased its efforts to reach a broad public with information on bear ecology, behavior, and safety tips.  In the last six months, we have created Public Service Announcements on living safely in bear country that are airing on local and regional television stations, developed new outreach materials to include the bears in the Selkirk Ecosystem, met with community members in small and large meeting formats to develop bear smart programs, promoted the declaration of Bear Aware Week in Washington, dated and improved our website, and recently hired a Program Director.

Brief History:

GBOP was first implemented in 2002 as a pilot project in Okanogan County (northeastern portion of the North Cascades recovery area) and then later expanded to the west side of the North Cascades in Skagit and Whatcom Counties. In late 2006/early 2007 the GBOP expanded its work to all remaining counties within the NCE (Snohomish, King, Kittitas, Chelan) with the addition of 2 new staff members. With funding from the USFWS, GBOP outreach now includes the Selkirk Ecosystem covering eastern Washington and the northern Idaho.
GBOP combines the creation and dissemination of educational materials with on-the-ground, community-based outreach and relationship building. 
GBOP Objectives:
1. Gauge the knowledge and opinions of people living, working, and recreating in the North Cascade and Selkirk Ecosystems with respect to bear, cougar and wolf behavior, ecology, and recovery.

2. Reduce opposition to grizzly bear and wolf recovery that is based on incorrect information and unwarranted fears.

3. Provide opportunities for people who live in or near the grizzly bear and wolf recovery areas to express their concerns about wildlife and recovery.

4. Educate people to minimize the potential for encounters between grizzly bears, wolves, black bears, cougars and humans that result in a threat to human safety, or wildlife mortality.

5. Provide improved access to accurate information about bears and wolves and their recovery and conservation processes
.

January-June 2011 Highlights

Media

Our recently-produced television Public Service Announcements, Chris Morgan’s PBS series ‘Bears of the Last Frontier’, and GBOP’s spring Bear Smart press releases have put GBOP and bears in the local, state and national spotlight.  The media raised awareness about bears and drew hundreds of new visitors to the recently updated GBOP website.

Television Bear Smart PSAs:  Our 60, 30, and 15 second Public Service Announcements (PSAs) featuring GBOP Co-Director Chris Morgan have been airing since early May. In the PSAs Morgan reminds viewers about ways to live, work, and recreate safely when in bear country.  In June, Chris will be narrating Bear Smart radio PSAs, which will air until late fall when the bears return to their dens.  Our television PSAs will be posted on our website this month.

PBS “Bears of the Last Frontier” Series: Co-Director Chris Morgan’s three-part Nature series ‘Bears of the Last Frontier’ aired on PBS May 8, 15 and 22.   The series, along with Morgan’s guest appearance on the Late Show with David Letterman, increased visitor hits to the GBOP website last month by 110%.

Press Release: This spring, GBOP sent out a press release to local newspapers across Washington and in northern Idaho to raise awareness about Washington and Idaho’s two bear species, and about how to be save when living and recreating in bear country.  The press releases included tips on how residents can keep a yard clean of bear attractants like pet food, garbage, and bird feeders as hungry bears began to emerge from their winter dens. See a partial listing of our recent press results on our website, www.bearinfo.org
Online Media: Ever expanding, the GBOP’s website (www.bearinfo.org) is undergoing some exciting changes; we recently added new information regarding living safely with carnivores in the North Cascade and Selkirk Mountains.  Additional information on bear, wolf, and cougar diets, communication and ecological roles in a healthy environment is now even easier to navigate. We also added two new pages to our website: educational videos, and a section called “large carnivores in a changing world” which addresses how connectivity is critical to how bears, wolves and other species can meet the challenges of climate change.  This summer, GBOP will also be creating a Facebook page. 
Community Meetings, Events and Presentations

Field representatives continue meeting with community members about living safely with wildlife through one-on-one meetings, special presentations, tabling at special events and more.  
Local Meetings:  Since December 2010, field representatives have had approximately 30 one-on-one meetings during which community members discuss their experiences and concerns with and appreciation for carnivores in Washington and Idaho.  These meetings allow GBOP to learn first-hand from locals about how community members interact with local wildlife, and how GBOP can increase understanding of these animals’ ecology and behavior.  The one-on-one meetings are with ranchers, next door neighbors, County enforcement officers, state wildlife agents and others.  Field representatives have also been meeting with private companies, often in collaboration with state agencies, to discuss how local businesses can help facilitate living safely with wildlife.  

Public presentations: Public presentations, and other community events we attend, are a way for GBOP field representatives to inform large and diverse audiences.  Some of our 12 recent events and presentations have taken place in primary and secondary school classrooms, museums, summer camps for children, and work camps for companies where employees live and work in bear country.  

Events and Tabling:  Another way in which field staff are able to reach a diverse public is through tabling at public events.  Some of the 15 events at which GBOP has recently tabled include local festivals, Earth Day celebrations, conferences, and opening day of fishing season. 

Bear Affair 2011:  On June 5th, GBOP participated in our largest and most successful annual event at the Woodland Park Zoo, “Bear Affair and Big Howl for Wolves”.  This year, Chris Morgan demonstrated to zoo visitors how to be “bear smart” when camping and living in bear country. Hundreds of visitors learned important bear safety tips while being entertained by two 700-pound grizzly bears breaking into coolers, garbage cans, tents and sleeping bags.  The GBOP’s informational table greeted visitors, where families could learn more about bears, GBOP, and other carnivores in Washington and Idaho. Several television stations were present and highlighted GBOP, the bears, and safety tips.  To see the bear demonstration, see our press and video pages on our website.

Bear Awareness Week

For the forth year in a row, the GBOP encouraged the Washington Senate to pass Bear Awareness Week.  Governor Christine Gregoire signed the 2011 Proclamation.  The Proclamation recognized that “the Grizzly Bear Outreach Project, in partnership with multiple government and non-government organizations, is committed to providing accurate information about bears through innovative programs that engage the public.”  The GBOP field staff also worked in local communities to encourage businesses to carry “bear-themed” activities for the week.  Several restaurants and businesses committed to helping raise awareness for their customers.
New Education Materials 

Selkirk Education Materials: In addition to updating existing material, GBOP has been creating new outreach material to include the Selkirk Ecosystem.  A new ‘Bears of the Selkirk Ecosystem’ brochure was recently created for locals and visitors to northeastern Washington and northwestern Idaho.  The brochure describes the Selkirk Ecosystem, grizzly bear recovery efforts in the area, shows readers how to distinguish a black bear from a grizzly bear, and more (see attachment). The brochure has been extremely popular, and Colville National Forest office recently reprinted 5,000 more brochures to distribute to their visitors. 

Updated Material: The GBOP’s ‘Living with Bears’ booklet has also recently been updated.  At the time of printing, GBOP had not yet expanded outreach to the Selkirk Mountains. The book now includes a one-page insert describing the Selkirk habitat and grizzly bear recovery specific to the Selkirk Ecosystem.
Session Poster:  Our colorful new poster describes GBOP’s new goals and keys to the organization’s successes over the last 9 years.  The poster also demonstrates the benefits to working collaboratively with local communities and with diverse stakeholders.  See attached poster.

Staffing

New Program Director: The GBOP recently hired Program Director Colleen Teevin.  Colleen will be working out of the Selkirk Mountains in Sandpoint, Idaho to coordinate GBOP’s mission and objectives with field staff and directors. Colleen’s educational background includes outreach, education and research on Yellowstone and Bitterroot grizzly bear recovery, and on environmental collaboration and conflict resolution.  In addition to her Director tasks, Colleen will also be spending a portion of her time working in the field with communities surrounding the Sandpoint and Priest Lake areas.

Field Updates:

As stated above, the field staff continues working with local communities to educate people about living, working and recreating in bear country.  A few highlights from the field are as follows:

•  Field representative   Rose Oliver recently met with Seattle City Light employees living and working in the mountains of Skagit Valley. Employees living at base camp are collaborating with Rose on how best to dispose of garbage and food scraps so as not to attract bears emerging from their winter dens.  

•   Ray Robertson, field representative    for the Okanagan area, is working with the Mazama community to provide locals with bear-resistant garbage cans.  

•   Field representative    Cathy Macchio is working with her local Homeowners Association to promote bear-safe sanitation. Residents of the Issaquah Highlands development have recently passed a new rule and regulation stating garbage bins must be stored indoors during non-pick up hours. The City of Issaquah’s Waste Management are once again inserting bear-safe behavior tips in the residents' garbage collection bills.

•   Timothy Layser, field representative in the Selkirks, is working with a number of individuals; state and federal agencies, non-profit organizations, and tribal governments to systematically identify high priority sanitation projects that, once implemented, will help decrease human-bear conflict in northeastern Washington and northern Idaho. 

Primary Goals for the Selkirk Region (*Modified from the 5 year Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan for the Selkirks/Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem to include wolves)

1. Enhance cooperative efforts with local communities by working closely in partnership with local residents and county governments in each mountain valley to build local support and understanding about grizzly bear and wolf recovery and ecosystem health.*

2. Continue to monitor trends and cause-specific mortality and reduce mortality due to illegal and conflict kills and removals. Accomplish this through enhanced outreach and education and assistance in securing attractants at residences, businesses, waste transfer sites, and public campgrounds.*

3. Enhance the likelihood of successful grizzly bear and wolf conservation in the Selkirks by ensuring that people’s concerns and opinions are addressed through the provision of accurate, accessible, timely information in a non-advocacy setting.
4.  Increase peoples’ understanding of how climate change is and will continue to impact large carnivores in Washington and Idaho and what steps communities can take to ensure safety for bears and humans.
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