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INTRODUCTION

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service amended Biological Opinions for the Kootenai, Idaho Panhandle, and Lolo National Forest Plans directed the USFS the report annually on their progress made towards achieving IGBC access standards of and administrative use (i.e. ≤ 33% OMRD >1 mi/mi2 ; ≤ 26%TMRD 2 mi/mi2; ≥ 55% Core) (USFWS 1995, 1996, and 2001).  This included information concerning open and total motorized access densities (OMRD & TMRD) and core area criteria in the Bear Management Units (BMU) of both recovery zones
.  
Table 1 summarizes the current situation for each BMU in regards to OMRD, TMRD, Core, and habitat effectiveness. 
Table 1.  Selkirk and Cabinet-Yaak Bear Management Unit Summary for the 2010 Bear Year -[April 1 through November 15 (Selkirk) or November 30 (Cabinet-Yaak)]. Values in blue reflect proposed standards currently under discussion with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
	Bear

Management

Unit
	Open Roads

>1 mi/mi2 

 (%)
	Total Roads

>2 mi/mi2

 (%)
	%
Federal Land


	% Core
	Priority
	Habitat Effectiveness1 (70% or 70 mi2 )
	ORD2
(<0.75)

	CABINET-YAAK RECOVERY ZONE

	1 (Cedar)
	15 (15)
	11 (15)
	99
	81 (80)
	2
	88
	0.27

	2 (Snowshoe)
	20 (20)
	16 (18)
	94
	76 (75)
	2
	79
	0.34

	3 (Spar)
	28 (33)
	26 (26)
	95
	62 (59)
	3
	73
	0.56

	4 (Bull)
	37 (36)
	29 (26)
	84
	62(63) 
	2
	62
	0.34

	5 (St. Paul)
	27 (30)
	23 (23)
	97
	58 (60)
	1
	67
	0.53

	6 (Wanless)
	33 (34)
	34 (32)
	85
	53 (55)
	1
	71
	0.49

	7 (Silver Butte)
	32 (26)
	23 (23)
	92
	63 (63) 
	2
	71
	0.63

	8 (Vermilion)
	33 (32)
	24 (20)
	93
	55 (55) 
	3
	69
	0.71

	9 (Calahan)
	27 (33)
	26 (26)
	90
	59 (55)
	2
	76
	0.54

	10 (Pulpit)
	45 (44)
	30 (34)
	95
	51 (52)
	2
	61
	0.87

	11 (Roderick)
	28 (28)
	28 (26)
	96
	54 (55)
	1
	74
	0.48

	12 (Newton)
	42 (45)
	29 (31)
	92
	58 (55)
	1
	62
	0.54 

	13 (Keno)
	33 (33)
	25 (26)
	99+
	59 (59)
	1
	72
	0.82

	14 (NW Peak)
	28 (31)
	26 (26)
	99+
	56 (55)
	1
	76
	0.58

	15 (Garver)
	34 (33)
	25 (26)
	94
	55 (55)
	1
	68
	0.51

	16 (EF Yaak)
	32 (33)
	27 (26)
	96
	54 (55)
	1
	71
	0.59

	17 (Big Cr.)
	30 (33)
	16 (26)
	99
	58 (55)
	2
	74
	0.54

	18 (Boulder)
	33 (33)
	35 (29)
	92
	50 (55)
	3
	66
	n/a

	19 (Grouse)3
	61 (59)
	59 (55)
	54
	32 (37)
	3
	51
	n/a

	20 (North Lightning)
	38 (35)
	20 (20)
	94
	61 (61)
	1
	71
	n/a

	21 (Scotchman)
	33 (34)
	25 (26)
	81
	63 (62)
	2
	68
	n/a

	22 (Mt. Headley)
	38 (33)
	37 (35)
	89
	51 (55)
	3
	67
	n/a

	SELKIRK RECOVERY ZONE

	Blue Grass
	29 (33)
	28 (26)
	96
	50 (55)
	1
	72
	n/a

	Long-Smith
	21 (25)
	14 (15)
	92
	73 (67)
	1
	85
	n/a

	Kalispell-Granite
	33 (33)
	28 (26)
	96
	50 (55)
	1
	98
	n/a

	Salmo-Priest
	31 (33)
	24 (26)
	99
	67 (64)
	2
	75
	n/a

	Sullivan-Hughes
	23 (24)
	19 (19)
	99
	64 (61)
	1
	81
	n/a

	Myrtle
	30 (33)
	20 (22)
	85
	60 (56)
	2
	74
	n/a

	Ball-Trout
	17 (20)
	11 (13)
	94
	72 (69)
	2
	77
	n/a

	Lakeshore
	83 (82)
	54 (56)
	86
	19 (20)
	3
	9
	n/a

	Le Clerc4
	40
	58
	64
	27
	3
	67
	n/a


1 The Kootenai and Lolo NFs report 70%; the IPNF report 70 mi2, per Forest Plans.

2 ORD only applies to BMUs on KNF

3 Grouse BMU numbers assume no contribution to core or low road densities from private land.

4 Le Clerc has a no net decrease in core on Federal lands standard only due to low percentage of Federal Land

Tables 2 and 3 summarize specific actions that resulted in changes to access parameters for each BMU in the CYRZ and SRZ, 2010. 
Table 2.  Actions taken that resulted in changes from Bear Year 2009 to Bear Year 2010
in the Cabinet-Yaak Recovery Zone. Note: On-going field validation of road status and INFRA road database cleanup may contribute to some change each year.  Conditions on the ground do not necessarily change from the previous year.
	Bear Management Unit
	ACTIONS

	1-Cedar
	Changes in ORD (increased from 0.19 to 0.27 mi/mi2) and TMRD (increase from 10% to 11%) and decrease in Core (decrease from 83% to 81%) were due to gate being destroyed on Cedar 402D, and berms bypassed by ATVs/vehicles on Cedar Parmenter 4727B, 4727C, and Wounded Ridge 4728.  Berm and gate repair occurred late in the season and these roads were considered open for bear year.

	2-Snowshoe
	Increases from 2009 sustained in 2010 (OMRD 20%, TMRD 16%) or increased (linear ORD 0.31 to 0.34) due to ATV/vehicle use on roads 4790 (gate vandalized and opened) and berms bypassed on roads 99775A, 99775B, 99775C, 99775D.  Berm and gate repair occurred late in the season and these roads were considered open for bear year.

	3-Spar
	Changes in values (HE decreased from 74% to 73%; OMRD increased from 27% to 28%) are due to roads 14334 and 14334A being inadvertently opened following a change from seasonal to yearlong closure.  Also, change in road use for Troy Mine exploratory drilling (returned 4628A to restricted and opened 4626C and portions of 4628, 4624, and 4624A for bear year)  

	4-Bull
	No Change

	5-St. Paul
	Decrease in OMRD (from 28% to 27%) and increase in HE (71 to 72%) due to installation of a berm on Upper Bear Creek Road 5184 to prevent  ATVs/vehicles bypassing the gate.

	6-Wanless
	Changes in values (Core decreased from 54% to 53%; OMRD increased from 30% to 33%; linear ORD increased from 0.45 to 0.49) due to Plum Creek Timber logging activity on roads 99812 (Trail Creek) and 99812B

	7-Silver Butte-Fisher
	No changes from bear year 2009  

	8-Vermillion
	No Change

	9-Callahan
	No Change

	10-Pulpit
	Changes in values (TMRD increased from 29% to 30%; OMRD increased from 44% to 45%; HE decreased from 62% to 61%; ORD increased from 0.82 to 0.87 mi/mi2) are related to the breeching of roads on Libby District.  See Libby District’s notes.

ACCESS CHANGES IN BMU10 ON LIBBY DISTRICT 

The berm at the end of Quartz Road 601 was breached and vehicle access occurred; Roads 601B, and 601C had berms bypassed by ATV/vehicles. Road 4653 exceeded allowable access (50 recorded trips by Engineers for road storage, and then the lock was cut off and for the rest of the summer administrative use wasn’t recorded and public access occurred). Berm and gate repair occurred late in the season and these roads were considered open for bear year.  

Road 853 Sheep Range road was considered open for the bear year in 2010 due to the number of trips being exceeded during the fall use period by Bonneville Power Administration.  This road was also considered open for the bear year in 2009 due to BPA powerline work.

	11-Roderick
	No Change

	12-Newton
	No Change

	13-Keno
	Changes in values (OMRD decreased from 34% to 33%; HE increased from 71% to 72%; and ORD decreased from 0.84 to 0.82 mi/mi2) due to the Buckhorn mine road being gated up to ‘The Scout’ in 2009.

	14-NW Peaks
	No Change

	15-Garver
	Change in values (OMRD increased from 29% to 34%; HE decreased from 72% to 68%; ORD increased from 0.40 to 0.51 mi/mi2) due to clean up of roads layer and timber harvest (roads 5824 and 5825) analyzed under NE Yaak EIS.

	16-East Fork Yaak
	Changes in values (OMRD increased from 29% to 32%; HE decreased from 73% to 71%; ORD increased from 0.53 to 0.59 mi/mi2) are the result of gated or restricted roads being used for timber harvest related to NE Yaak EIS (6003, 6038, 6044, 5814, 14128, and 14132).

	17-Big Creek
	No Change

	18-Boulder
	OMRD changed slightly, but did not have percentage changes.  Continued post-sale piling activities further in on FR 2267 (Kitkatkee TS), no other activities that exceeded trip limits.

	19-Grouse
	FS Road 2636 (Van Dyke Road) on the south end (berm 239) appeared to have been accessed via breaching the berm.  Approximately 1.3 miles of road had evidence of motorized use that ended at a well used footpath heading off the main road. During a field review by L.Bernhardt and R.Fankell, photos were taken showing sections that had been brushed out to make passage easier for an ATV. Emails to  LEO Swisher described the illegal access but it’s unknown whether she was able to follow-up on the activity.  FR 2636 became significantly more brushed in beyond the 1.3 mile area and no ATV tracks were noted beyond that point. FR 2636 on the north end (gate #240) seemed to be inaccessible to motorized traffic partly due to the relocation (more defensible) of the gate in October 2009, and partly due to the brushy condition of many segments of the road. An OMRD deduction was taken for the 1.3 mile section. In late September, 2010, the tank trap/berm on the south end of the FR2636 “loop” was made wider and deeper in an attempt to eliminate motorized access. Gate checks following the berm improvement recorded no evidence of motorized use. 

The gate on FR 2236 (gate 203) showed evidence of breaching during the 2010 BY and in late October the gate sustained some damage, presumably from a vehicle pushing on it.  It’s unclear how often this gate had been breached during 2010 but gate inspections didn’t note breaching until late August.  Boulder placement and trenching during the 2009 BY was obviously not entirely successful in preventing the unauthorized motorized use.  A 2011 field review is planned to determine if a better solution exists and to determine how much of FR 2236 is being accessed.  Approximately 2.8 miles of restricted road was potentially accessed during the 2010 season, therefore, an OMRD deduction was taken again here for the 2010 BY.
FR 280D is gated however the private landowners (Peotter) have access to their property via this gate. The Peotter’s road use permit was reissued in the fall of 2009 with the requirement for tracking their own access and reporting it to the District’s Lands staff.   Land’s staff, Risa Devore drafted a letter (in Feb 2011) requesting the Peotter’s submit their access tracking report, however, their response has not been received (to date). FR 280D was modeled as open.

FR 2656C had unauthorized motorized use documented in late July.  The lock was missing and the gate was open.  The LEO was contacted because a Pick-up truck was observed approximately 0.5 miles up the road cutting firewood.  Conservatively, approximately 1.2 miles of FR 2656C was modeled as open.

FR 2656B had unauthorized motorized use documented in October.  The gate slider arm tab was broken off allowing the gate to be opened.  Firewood cutting was noted behind this gate.  Approximately 1.5 miles of FR 2656B was modeled as open.

	20-North Lightning
	Approximately 4.3 miles of Rattle Creek Road (473-FDR) was accessible administratively to motorized vehicles during the active bear year in 2010 for road work associated with the Lightning Creek Restoration Project and therefore temporarily impacted core, omrd, and tmrd.  Approximately 1,327 acres of temporary core impacts were associated with the work done on FR 473 during the 2010 BY.

Access to a quarry site on FR 1054/1054A for road work associated with the Lightning Creek Restoration project was completed during the fall of 2009 and the beginning 300 yards was obliterated to prevent motorized access. The 2009 temporary impact to core, OMRD, and TMRD was not reported for 2010 BY.

	21-Scotchman
	FR 1184 (EFork), FR 1030 (Char Creek), and FR 1030UA were all inaccessible due to a placement of a barrier on FR 1184 just 0.10 mile from the JCT with FR 419.  Core, OMRD, and TMRD were all improved for the 2010 BY, however, these improvements will not be realized during the 2011 BY due to the decommissioning work planned during the 2011 field season.  Approximately 2,068 acres of core habitat was temporarily gained during the 2010 BY due to the barrier that closed approximately 2.7 miles of open road and approximately 6 miles of gated road.

	22-Mt. Headley
	Administrative use behind gates in the Bear Unit was above the requirements during spring (23 trips), but well below in summer (5 trips) and fall (0 trips).  


Table 3.  Actions Taken that Resulted in Changes from Bear Year 2009 to Bear Year 2010 in the Selkirk Recovery Zone. Note: On-going field validation of road status and INFRA road database cleanup may contribute to some change each year.  Conditions on the ground do not necessarily change from the previous year.
	Bear Management Unit
	ACTIONS

	Blue Grass
	OMRD increase from 2009 Bear Year as a result of two unregulated border crossings (FR 2450) being closed by DHS, necessitating use of an alternate route by Continental Mine owners to their inholding in Blue Joe Creek.  Monitoring by IPNF personnel and reported use by the landowners themselves indicate that admin. use limits were exceeded on restricted roads along this alternate route, which includes FR 1009, 636, 1011 and 2546.  All lateral roads along this main route have been gated to control unauthorized access.  Since the portion of 2450 north of 2546 along Blue Joe Creek was not yet physically closed by DHS during the summer, it was assumed that use along this road also exceeded use limits (although such use would technically be illegal).  Additionally, the IPNF became aware of a DHS radio repeater on the mine property on Continental Mountain, which DHS agents access using OHVs on restricted FR 1388.  Remnants of this road continue across the mine property to their main access point on FR 2546.  Although much of this route is not currently drivable by passenger vehicle, it could all be conceivably traversed by OHV, and the IPNF has no authority to regulate vehicular use on the mine property itself.  Without knowing what level of use is present, the conservative approach is to model this route as “open” for reporting purposes.  The portion of FR 1388 on IPNF-administered property is a candidate for use monitoring (using traffic counters) in the future.
There were small changes to TMRD and Core, although not enough to change whole (rounded) percentages.  TMRD increased slightly due to modeling of the portion of FR1388 on Continental Mine property as passable by OHV (this may change in the future if it is determined that it is not functioning as such).  Core decreased slightly because of this, but this was offset by a slight increase as a result of the IPNF determination that Trail 308 did not receive enough use during the summer season to be categorized as a “high-use non-motorized trail” by IGBC definition.

	Long-Smith
	No changes from bear year 2009  

	Ball-Trout
	No changes from bear year 2009.  

	Myrtle
	OMRD increased because FR 2405 was modeled as open to remove decked logs from the Big Mack timber sale.  FR 18-UT has been modeled as restricted in the past (it is gated), but this road accesses the water collection facility for the City of Bonners Ferry (Myrtle Creek is the municipal watershed).  Since this road receives regular use by city employees & likely exceeds admin. use levels, it should be modeled as open.  Also, the IPNF has recently acquired the property this road physically lies on, so it should be added to the transportation system.  No change in core or TMRD percentages.

	Kalispell -Granite
	Road 308 along Kalispell Creek was in the process of being decommissioned throughout most of the summer and fall bear season. In association with that work, the following roads had use above administrative allowances:

FR 311 was open to the public to allow an alternative access route (main reason for OMRD increase).  

FR 308 reroute (not numbered yet) was being constructed and therefore added to OMRD/TMRD and locally lost core.

FR 657 was opened to allow haul to and from the gravel pit, as well as decom/recon work.

FR 1014 was decommissioned (open) (will see core gain here next bear year).

Hungry Creek road decommissioning FS Road 2119 was completed during the summer and fall season of 2009.  TMRD and Core improvements for last season’s work were claimed this season.

Decommission work was also completed on FR 1351 UG and FR 2120 (Deer Creek) but trips did not exceed administrative use allowances and the work was completed relatively quickly. Work on FR 2120 was confined to the “front end” and consisted of 2 days worth of excavator only work.  Core improvements were realized for the majority of the area around the 2009 decommissioning and are claimed in 2010.

Stimson Road in T.36N. R.45E. Sec. 7 was actively used during the 2010 season according to Theresa Contreras, Colville NF. Coded this road as “4”. It only accounted for a 0.06% increase in OMRD.

	Lakeshore
	FR 1340 A-F (Fedar Creek) was decommissioned (approximately 3.0 miles) during the Fall season during a time when these roads were typically closed. This road is already modeled as open because it is seasonally opened during the summer season. The decommissioning will improve TMRD and Core for reporting in 2011.

FR 2249 was decommissioned (approximately 1.95 miles) during the fall bear season. Trips on FR 2249 exceeded administrative use limits so this road was modeled as “open” during the 2010 season. A small section of impassable road was temporarily opened in order to decommission (assume pull pipes) which resulted in a slight TMRD increase, and very short term impact to core (17.4 acres). OMRD increased by 1% due to the opening of this road for decommissioning work.

Gate 113, which controls access to FR 1351/1351UI/1351UX had repairs completed in 2009. In 2010, CDI forms noted some unauthorized motorcycle access around the gate but that use did not appear to be “chronic”, therefore an OMRD deduction was not taken for that road system in 2010.

	Sullivan-Hughes
	IPNF Projects – The IPNF re-classified an existing non-motorized trail from high intensity use to low intensity use, based on data collected in the field.  This accounted for the increase in core habitat in the Sullivan-Hughes BMU in 2010.  They completed no other projects that affected road densities, core habitat, or seclusion habitat in this BMU.
CNF Projects - The CNF completed no activities that affected road densities, core habitat, or seclusion habitat in this BMU.  

Stimson Projects - Stimson owns one section of land in this BMU (T.37N, R.44E, Section 1).  Stimson had no projects active in the BMU in 2010.

	Salmo-Priest
	CNF Projects – The Leadfoot Timber Sale was active during the bear season on two restricted spur roads (FR 3155206, 3155215) off the main, Slate Creek Road (FR 3155).  The Styx Creek Timber Sale and Slate Creek Timber Sale were small sales that were logged in the winter of 2010/2011; outside the active bear season.

In late summer/fall of 2010, the CNF placed three restricted roads in this BMU in “storage”.  The Forest’s backhoe operator established long term drainage on the roads, removed the gates, and excavated several large earthen berms on each road entrance.  We then planted the entrances with shrubs and conifer trees.  Forest Roads treated in this manner were; FR 3155205, 3155156, and 3160500.  Because these roads were open or gated (restricted) during a portion of the 2010 season, we will not classify them as reclaimed/obliterated until 2011.

IPNF Projects – The IPNF re-classified an existing non-motorized trail from high intensity use to low intensity use, based on data collected in the field.  This accounted for the increase in core habitat in the Salmo-Priest BMU in 2010.  They completed no other projects that affected road densities, core habitat, or seclusion habitat in this BMU.
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife - A WDFW wolf biologist made a number of entries behind gates on several restricted roads in the BMU in 2010, in order to trap, radio-collar, and monitor individuals of a newly established wolf pack.  His entries accounted for the bulk of the administrative traffic on closed roads in the Salmo-Priest BMU.

U.S. Border Patrol (BP) – When necessary, agents drive behind gates near the U.S.-Canadian Border for law enforcement purposes.  BP vehicle entries on closed roads occur at a very low level and they continue to provide us with a yearly log of entries.  BP vehicles on open roads in this BMU are a now common sight.  This increased law enforcement presence could act as a deterrent to illegal entries on closed roads, as well as to poaching.

	Le Clerc
	CNF Projects - In July of 2009, the CNF placed two restricted road segments in this BMU in “storage” by excavating several large earthen berms on each road segment.  Road segments treated in this manner were; FR 1935024 (T.37, R.44, Section 10) and FR 1935500 (T.37, R.44, Section 28).  These actions were required, pre-project mitigation for the Hanlon Timber Sale.  Because we completed this work in the 2009 season, we continued to count the road segments as restricted for 2009.  These road segments are now classed as impassable/obliterated.  The CNF completed no other activities that affected road densities or core habitat in the BMU.  

The CNF’s Scotchman Timber Sale (Hanlon Environmental Assessment) is now active on the West Branch of LeClerc Creek.  This sale will be logged outside of the period that bears are active (winter logged).  No new system roads will be built with this project.  Temporary roads will be rendered impassable at all times during the active bear year.  

Presently the CNF is working on preparation of the Hanlon Timber Sale (TS) in the southern portion of this BMU.  In 2010 Forest Service employees completed unit layout, timber cruising and marking, and other work associated with the project.  They made a fair number of trips behind several gates in the area in order to complete this work, mostly on the following roads; FR 1932, 1934150, 1935011, and 1935110.  As with the Scotchman TS, the Hanlon project will be winter-logged, and will not construct new roads.

DNR Projects - The DNR had an active timber sale in the lower portion of LeClerc Creek.  Owing to its location between the open, East and West Branch LeCerc Creek Roads (County Roads 3521 and 3503), this project did not affect road densities, core habitat, or seclusion habitat in the BMU.  

Pend Oreille County – The county road crew replaced a culvert with a bridge that spans the Middle Branch of LeClerc Creek on County Road 3521.  Because this project occurred on an open road, there were no effects to road densities, core habitat, or seclusion habitat in the BMU.

WDFW - A state wolf biologist made a number of entries behind gates on several restricted roads in the BMU this year, in order to trap, radio-collar and monitor individuals of the Diamond Wolf Pack.

Stimson Projects - Stimson had fewer active timber sales in the BMU in 2010 compared to 2009, which accounts for the drop in open road densities in 2010.  Projects include Malfunction Junction, Mulligan, Wolf Bait, and Rocky Fork PCT.


Tables 4 and 5 summarizes seasonal administrative use on restricted roads by BMU in the Cabinet-Yaak and Selkirk Recovery Zones.  
During Bear Year 2010 in the CYRZ, there were 22 instances where administrative use levels exceeded allowable seasonal use levels (Table 4).  In 16 cases, the seasonal administrative use also resulted in the total allowable use levels (60 trips) being exceeded for 2010.  Roads that experienced administrative use in excess of the allowable trips—either seasonally or for the entire bear year—were considered “open” when determining the existing condition displayed in Table 1. Additional instances of public trespass behind closed gates were documented in several BMUs, but the level of use was not determined.
Table 4.  Seasonal administrative use within the Cabinet-Yaak Recovery Zone by Bear Management Unit (BMU) in 2010. 
	Bear Management

Unit
	Number of Restricted Roads

With Administrative Use

During Bear Year 2010
	Number of Restricted Roads Exceeding

Seasonal and Total Administrative Use Levels

During Bear Year 2010

	
	
	Spring

Use Period 

4/1-6/15 

(<18 trips)
	Summer

Use Period 

6/16-9/15 

(<23 trips)
	Fall

Use Period 

9/16-11/15 

(<19 trips)
	Total Use

4/1-11/15

(<60 trips)

	1-Cedar
	4
	0
	0a
	0a
	0a

	2-Snowshoe
	3
	0
	0b
	0b 
	0b 

	3-Spar
	12
	0
	4c
	4c 
	4c 

	4-Bull
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5-St. Paul
	13
	0
	0
	0
	0

	6-Wanless
	9
	0
	2d
	2d
	2d

	7-Silver Butte-Fisher
	4
	0
	1e
	1e
	1e

	8-Vermillion
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0

	9-Callahan
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	10-Pulpit
	14
	0
	1f
	1f
	1f

	11-Roderick
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	12-Newton
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	13-Keno
	5
	0
	0
	0
	0

	14-NW Peaks
	6
	0
	0
	0
	0

	15-Garver
	6
	0
	2g
	2g
	2g

	16-East Fork Yaak
	15
	0
	6h
	6h
	6h

	17-Big Creek
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	18-Boulder
	8
	0
	1
	1
	0

	19-Grouse
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	20-North Lightning
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	21-Scotchman
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	22-Mt. Headley
	5
	5
	0
	0
	0

	Total
	129
	5
	17
	17
	16


aBMU 1- ATVs bypassing gate on road 402D, and bypassing berms on 4727B, 4727C, and 4728, due to unknown amount of access, and these roads are estimated to exceed allowable trips 

bBMU 2 - ATVs/vehicles bypassed gate on road 4790, and berms bypassed on 99775A, 99775B, 99775C, and 99775D, and these roads are estimated to exceed allowable trips

cBMU 3 - Troy Mine exploratory drilling use of roads 4628, 4628C, 4624, and 4624A estimated to exceed allowable trips. Also, accidental opening of gate on road 14334 (and therefore 14334A) which has changed to yearlong closure and estimated to exceed allowable trips.  

dBMU 6 -Plum Creek Logging activity on roads 99812 and road 99812B with allowable trips not recorded, but number of trips exceeded (per Plum Creek) 

eBMU 7 – Plum Creek logging activity on road 99770, with trips not recorded, but number of allowable  trips exceeded (per Plum Creek)

fBMU 10 – LIBBY PORTION – Road 853 exceeded admin use during the Fall due to BPA power upgrade work. Part of road 601, all of 601B, and 601C had berms bypassed by ATVs/vehicles and these barriered roads were considered open. Road 4653 had administrative use (50 trips), then gate vandalized and road open to public and unrecorded admin access through August. Three Rivers Portion – Roads 4407 (rental use of Yaak Mt. Lookout) and 4439 (maintenance of King Mt. radio towers) should be modeled open every year.

gBMU 15 - Use of roads 5824 & 5825 for timber harvest analyzed for NE Yaak EIS. Road 5857 (Garver Lookout) modeled as open annually.

hBMU 16 - Use of roads 6003, 6038, 6044, 5814, 14128, and 14132 for timber harvest analyzed for NE Yaak EIS.

During Bear Year 2010 in the SRZ, there were 12 instances where administrative use levels exceeded allowable seasonal use levels (Table 5).  In 11 cases, the seasonal administrative use also resulted in the total allowable use levels (57 trips) being exceeded for 2010.  Roads that experienced administrative use in excess of the allowable trips—either seasonally or for the entire bear year—were considered “open” when determining the existing condition displayed in Table 1.
Table 5.  Seasonal Administrative Use within the Selkirk Recovery Zone by Bear Management Unit, 2010. Once roads exceeded allowable round trips, they were considered “open” for analysis purposes for the remainder of the bear year.
	Bear 
Management 
Unit
	Number of Restricted Roads with Administrative Use During Bear Year 2010
	Number of Restricted Roads Exceeding

Administrative Use Levels 

in 2010

	
	
	Spring 

4/1-6/15 

(<19 round trips)
	Summer

6/16-9/15 

(<23 round trips)
	Fall

9/16-11/15 

(<15 round trips)
	Total Use

4/1-11/15

(<57 round trips)

	Blue Grass
	9
	0
	3
	3
	3

	Long Smith
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Kalispell Granite
	8
	0
	3
	2
	3

	Salmo Priest
	10
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Sullivan Hughes
	7
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Myrtle
	3
	0
	1
	0
	0

	Ball Trout
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0

	LeClerc
	19
	1
	5
	2
	4

	Lakeshore
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Total
	63
	1
	12
	8
	11


Note:  Once roads exceeded allowable round trips, they were considered open for analysis purposes for the remainder of the bear year.
Tables 6 and 7 summarize the annual monitoring completed on existing gates, barriers, and un- drivable located within the respectively grizzly bear recovery zones on the Idaho Panhandle National Forests and Colville National Forests in 2010.
Table 6. Summary of restricted and closed route monitoring within the Selkirk and Cabinet-Yaak Recovery Zones located on the Idaho Panhandle NF, 2008-2010. Data is on file at the Bonners Ferry,
Sandpoint, and Priest Lake Ranger Stations.

	Grizzly Bear Recovery Zone
	Closure Type
	Number of Devices*
	2008
	2009
	2010

	
	
	
	Number of Closures Monitored once or more during Active Bear Year

	
	
	
	1
	≥2
	1
	≥2
	1
	≥2

	Selkirk
	Gate
	74
	11
	68
	11
	42
	7
	63

	
	Barrier
	16
	3
	13
	6
	7
	2
	14

	Cabinet-Yaak
	Gate
	56
	5
	37
	5
	32
	5
	39

	
	Barrier
	39
	2
	1
	0
	5
	0
	5


*Number of devices was updated to reflect 2010 condition.

Table 7. Summary of restricted and un-drivable route monitoring within the Selkirk Recovery Zone located on the Colville NF, 2010.
	BMU
	Closure Type1
	Number 
of 
Roads
	Number of closures monitored once or more during the active bear year

	
	
	
	1 - 2 x
	3 - 5 x
	6+ x

	Salmo-Priest
	gate/guardrail
	21
	6
	6
	2

	
	un-drivable
	22
	7
	1
	1

	Sullivan Hughes
	gate/guardrail
	9
	3
	3
	0

	
	un-drivable
	6
	2
	0
	0

	LeClerc
	gate/guardrail
	42
	5
	8
	7

	
	un-drivable
	17
	6
	1
	0


1Un-drivable roads are no longer safely or prudently drivable due to earthen berms or boulders installed on the road entrance.  Many un-drivable roads are brushed-in.
� Mike Borysewicz, Wildlife Biologist on the Colville NF, provided information on three BMUs in the Selkirk Ecosystem to the FWS (Spokane Office) in a report dated March 21, 2011. His information is incorporated into this report, with administrative use and activities on the IPNFs managed portions of the Sullivan-Hughes and Salmo-Priest BMUs included in Tables 3 and 5. 
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