IGBC Selkirk/Cabinet-Yaak Subcommittee
Meeting Notes

6/9/2011
Submitted by Lydia Allen
Paul Bradford-Introductions
I&E Task Group Report – Kim Annis 
· The I&E Task group received five requests for funding to the IGBC committee in December. Two were selected for funding including an award of $3,500 to IDF&G to implement a sanitation effort at Priest Lake (Selkirk ecosystem) and $2,500 to IDF&G for implementation of their grizzly bear Identification project on the web.
· IGBC also purchased 500 bear signs and they were distributed to KNF and LNF personnel this winter.
MTFWP—Information and Education Update—Kim Annis 
· Savage Lake project is completed. No bear problems since completion of project. 

· Lincoln County is working with KNF on the Swamp Creek project. Placing site on Kootenai NF but funding for implementation is a problem at this time. 

· Still working with private sanitation companies to develop bear resistant containers.

· USFWS donated 12 polycarts for a total of 32 polycarts for sanitation efforts (loaner basis).

· USFWS donation of electric fencing materials—all materials out at this time.

· Defenders of Wildlife-incentive program ($100) in Lincoln and Sanders Counties

· Early spring conflicts-primarily in Yaak. Small livestock issues mostly. Four different grizzlies getting into trouble. Several towns have passed ordinance to allow chickens in town and Kim is reaching out to see if fencing could be electric rather than regular fencing. 

· Electric fencing guide is very popular and she is currently out at this time. Helena office will be printing more and it is located on line, also.

· Lots of I&E with local schools, libraries, family year events, including use of cargo trailer with bear and information.

· Augmentation-still trapping to locate bears for the C-Y recovery effort
· Trapping/relocation/killed---located online under MTFWP

· RR had a wheat spill near ID/MT (Leonia) state line at remote location (24 containers were spilled). RR is actively involved in cleanup efforts. Using bleach to retard growth and reduce fermentation of remaining grain on ground. Covered about ¾ mile stretch. 

· Also, spill at mine site but no details.

· No details on transfer site associated with Rock Creek. No progress to date. Update at fall meeting possibly.
Access Management and Grizzly Bear Access Amendment update – Lydia Allen and Mark Wilson
Lydia briefed the group on 2010 access improvement and monitoring efforts as well as the current status of the Grizzly Bear Access Amendment
· 2010 Access Report sent to FWS on April 14th (handout attached)

· ID Team working on project file and final edits to SEIS and ROD

· Anticipate the release of a Final SEIS in early July (dependent on USFWS BO)
Mark Wilson
· BO undergoing review internally with due date to USFS on July 1.

Forest Plan Revision – Paul Bradford

· Revised Forest Plans for Idaho Panhandle and Kootenai NFs under the 1982 planning rule procedures
· Draft Forest Plans will be out in late July or early August of 2011
IDFG Information and Education Update – Brian Johnson

· Update on 3 grizzly bears (sow and 2 cubs) that showed up on with private land in the Kootenai valley. Were documented at mouth of Smith Creek and then crossed the valley & river to the east side of the valley.
· One 2 two-year was shot and killed by the landowner. Case under investigation and passed off to USFWS (Rich Gamba). 
· Under the ESA, it is legal to kill in defense if life but not in defense of property.
Bear Identification courses for WA and ID—Jay Shepard and Wayne Wakkinen
Jay updated the group on the progress of the Bear ID course for Washington

·  Internal review and development of a prototype website for bear identification

· Three parts (general biology, interactive hunting, test)

· Preliminary permission for photos from MT (MT rep Jim Williams agrees to permission at this time)

· Voluntary until 2013 and then mandatory

· Would like IGBC subcommittee endorsement for final course

· When it becomes mandatory, an annual test will become mandatory (this requires commission approval) (MT only requires test once when individual applies for their first bear tag)
· May be an opportunity to include information on camping/sanitation in bear country

· Subcommittee to review and follow up with letter to WA officials with endorsement

Wayne provided an update of the Bear ID course for Idaho

· ID is also developing a website (general info, video, test on ID w/feedback) with Idaho photos
· Working to identify web designer (bids 3-10K). 
· Voluntary once online but Wayne would like to move towards it being mandatory. However, Commission decision on whether it will be mandatory and if annual or once in a life time
· In Boise at this time but test not likely available for this fall
· Trying to get it incorporated into statewide curriculum and high school biology classes
· In future, would like to have links to other sites on biology, camping in bear country, and sanitation efforts
· A letter from the Subcommittee may be helpful to move this forward 
Colleen Teevin and Tim Layser—Grizzly Bear Outreach Program representatives 
Colleen Teevin (handout attached)
· Brief update on GBOP (Chris Morgan and Sharon Negri)

· Colleen is working out of Sandpoint

·  “Bears of the Last Frontier” release heightened interest in GBOP

· News releases on bears and spring habitat

· Updating website with more bear information as well as information on wolves and cougars
Tim Layser
· Sanitation coordination with Defenders of Wildlife, IDF&G, USFS, and state of Idaho
· Additional Outreach efforts (compliment existing efforts)

Selkirk Recovery Zone Update – Wayne Wakkinen 
Trapping efforts

· Four females; 4 males in BC (Michael Proctor efforts) with 3-year radio collar battery life, no information on reproductive efforts

· Two bears caught in culvert traps outside Nelson already

· Trapping efforts will continue in Boundary Lake area by BC personnel

Mortalities

· 2 Subadult Males-in Nelson, BC. Repeat offenders (part of 4 bear group including mother that got into trouble last year). 

· 1 Subadult male-north of Bonners Ferry (under investigation)

No sanitation problems at this time. 

Remote Cameras and bear detection

· 3 cameras in Lower Boundary Creek (1 stolen)

· documented females w/young already

· put them throughout the ecosystem this summer

· attempt to document 2 of 3 recovery criteria (# females and #sows w/cubs)
Data Analysis
· Plan on hiring a person dedicated to analyzing telemetry data including survival rates and population trend with anticipated completion this winter—report out at next spring’s meeting
· Also hope to work on habitat modeling but this task will not be completed in the short term

Other Activities
· Cabinet-Yaak DNA study will have 25% of cells in Idaho

· Will provide information on grizzly and black bears

· McArthur Federal Highways study (linkage corridor) with focus on black bears
Brian Kelly—USFWS
· Vacancy in Spokane Field Office Supervisor will be filled by Ben Conard (reporting July18th)

Cabinet-Yaak Recovery Zone Update – Wayne Kasworm (see handout)
Food Storage Orders – Paul Bradford/Maggie Pittman (see handouts)

· KNF signed new order on 6/6/2011

· LNF had 3 different orders in the past. Now, signed a forest-wide FSO in late March/early April of 2011
· IPNF has a new order as of 6/3/2011

· Stay tuned for news releases

Kate Kendall—DNA hair-snare study in NCDE overview & Proposal for study in CYE

Overview of her NCDE research on grizzly bears

Population estimate study for CYE

· Study area: 9,875 km2 (3,800 mi2 or 2,407,000 acres)

· Worked with Wakkinen and Kasworm data to include documented bear use data outside of official recovery zone boundary

· Roughly parallels Bears Outside of Recovery Zone (BORZ) boundary developed for the Grizzly Bear Access Amendment, but didn’t use 6th order HUCs outside survey boundary
· Sampling Design discussion 

· grid size and number of detection sessions influences capture probability and estimate precision—however; smaller grids and more detection sessions increases survey costs
· Looking at using 5 x 5 Km grids

· 395 cells using this grid size (~25% in Idaho; 75% in Montana)

· Will also be identifying and using natural bear rub sites as part of project and DNA analysis 

· Kris Boyd is project coordinator; Dan Kotter is the GIS coordinator for the project
· Study Team established with representatives from Lincoln, Boundary, & Sanders Counties, City of Libby, MTFWP, IDF&G, USFS, USFWS, USCBP, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, British Columbia, Alberta

· To do for summer/fall/winter:

· Power of potential study designs
· Study plan: prepare, peer review
· Refine budget projection
· Bear rub identification/set up (2 to 3 teams)
· Landowner permission on corporate and private lands
· Lure production
· Hair trap site selection
· Hiring for 2012 field season

Subcommittee Actions – Paul Bradford and others

· Subcommittee review of chair/vice-chair

· Lack of charter to establish chair/vice-chair

· Brief discussion of how to fill chair/vice-chair with decision made at fall meeting
· FS has the largest stake in the ecosystem so it seems that they should take the lead on the subcommittee (Dan and Jim comments) 

· Brian Kelly commented that it has rotated between state and federal on other subcommittees

· Fall meeting—come to table with suggestions and nominations for subcommittee
Q&A

· Brian Peck—favorable comments on collaborative effort among state, federal, and local agencies/governments
· still need to emphasize the importance habitat conditions for recovery of grizzly bears
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION

December 7 or 8, 2011---IPNFs hosting—investigate having a site near international border















